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Abstract

40 years before the well-known “Ringstrasse” in Vienna (1858), one started in Zittau to change the peripheral zone around the old city center into a promenade. The city of Zittau, nowadays on the German side next to Poland and the Czech Republic, was in medieval times a prosperous town of some 6.000 inhabitants, defended by a double city wall with towers and a ditch around it. In 1800, the city had a baroque appearance, because of rebuilding after several city fires. Fast development of textile industry made necessary new quarters for vast industrial plants and housing, integrating new transport methods. Appropriate city facilities, like schools, the post office, the court, the city bath, a winter circus, had to be given a functional and sufficient big location, which was found along the “Ringstrasse”. Most influential in the establishing of this task were the subsequent city builders (Stadtbaumeister) Carl Christian Eschke who worked from 1800-1828, Carl August Schramm (1834-1861) and Emil Trummler (1861-1873). Interesting are enduring conflicts from these concerned specialists, who preferred the conservation of parts of the old wall system with

politicians and medical doctors, who finally reached an almost total destroy of the older parts. Another interesting aspect is the influence of city gardener Joachim Friedrich Zischling who designed the promenades in the English organic style. It would take a long time, until 1874, to have the most important elements of the “Ringgstrasse” completed. A lucky historical fate is that the Ringstrasse is still intact.

In the paper, a vast study (1996-2000) on the planning history of the “Ringstrasse” in Zittau will be presented. This includes ample illustrations of original drawings, new models and photographs of the buildings after a short introduction of the medieval city. 
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Zittau is an average size city in the southeast corner of Germany, next to Poland and the Czech Republic (Fig .1). Founded in the 13th C., Zittau became rich by trading on the route from Berlin to Prague. Textile production was traditional for the region “Oberlausitz”, but the numerous looms in village houses were destined to be substituted by weaving-mills with hundreds of female and male workers. Substantial increasing of Zittau was the result of this expanding industry. Around 1800 Zittau was still surrounded by a 10 m high city wall, an exterior belt, a void zone called “Zwinger”, a small city wall and the water ditch. Along the city wall, watch towers and six gates appeared (Fig. 3). The roughly oval form, easy to cross in a 15 minutes walk, showed a perimeter of 3 km. The city appeared baroque in style, because the city fire of 1757 damaged most of the older substance. 

A range of problems urged the town councils of early 19th C. to changes: 

- The city wall was not any more relevant, because modern explosive artillery would brake defense within few hours.

- A medical doctor, Mr. Brauer, argued in furious formulations, but based on objective facts, that both the bad condition of the water ditch, lacking refreshment, as also the city wall’s height, which avoided air ventilation in streets, should be reason enough to get rid of the medieval defense system (Note 1).

- The trade tax system on the external gateways (“Endetore”), which was connected to leading deliberately important roads through a city’s heart, had been substituted by state taxes. 

- The city heart was not able to function well, because increased traffic could hardly reach the center through the old narrow roads. 

- The dimensions of official buildings like schools and the court house would reach soon a much bigger scale as before, as a result of an increased city population of around 10.000 (1820) growing steadily to up to 40.000 (around 1970), and with an option of even more. Building area for such a scale was not disposable in the old city.

- The city wall obstructed physically a free connection between the developing city around and its zone depth of some 80 m, void of any modern function, increased travel distances.

Executed by the subsequent city builders (“Stadtbaumeister”) Carl Christian Eschke, who worked from 1800-1828, Carl August Schramm (1834-1861) and Emil Trummler (1861-1873) many changes in the infrastructure took place, thus renewing the city. Around 1875 the “Ringstrasse” was completed in its main features.  

The main planning included.

- The old center-focussed radial route system was added by a peripheral ring system. The main road of the city became the “Ringstrasse”, with connection to external roads. In fact traffic to the cities’ center became of second order (mainly for private consume), because many official instances and main firms appeared now in the new city parts around the city heart.

- The “Ringstrasse” was over its total length combined with a promenade system, of park like appearance.

- The city wall system was almost completely removed and the ditch finally put underground into a canalization, making place for buildings of a representative kind. 

- For health reasons, only few industry plants with pollution effects by smoke and high noise level, occurred along the Ringstrasse.

In a second stage reaching from 1850-1914 important infrastructure additions were decided.

- The train station was put on a 500 m distance from the “Ringstrasse”, thus avoiding unnecessary traffic concentrations. Early 20th C., a tramway system was added.     

- To avoid the risk of periodical high floods, the river Mandau was canalized and brought on a house blocks’ distance from the Ringstrasse, thus contributing to the character of a continuous urban space on both sides of the Ringstrasse (Note 2). 

As logical, this description may appear, the implementation of the “Ringstrasse” concept, was a quite complex process, which we took as our main research topic. Problematic for our studies was that no early master plan, documenting the general idea of the “Ringstrasse”, neither substantial written sources, could be found (Note 3).

Initially, under city builder Eschke, it was not yet clear how one would proceed with the city wall zone. Clear was, that some of the city wall parts and some gate towers would disappear, but it took till around 1840, to close the ditch. Already around 1800 Eschke made a serial of water colors, documenting all towers along the city wall (Note 4). We presume that they were made for the city council, in order to discuss what parts could be used in the new situation. A site plan by Eschke, a “Lageplan mit armen- und Krankenhaus” of 1824, bears a somewhat naive text: “The old gate, to be destroyed, will be transferred into a friendly place”. On the other hand city mayor Haupt was aware of the aesthetic chances of a reformed city wall zone. Being an admirer of Johann Wolfgang von Goethe, the famous writer, he wanted to create a public park of organic appearance, according to Goethe’s garden theories, which were strongly influenced by the English park style. Joachim Friedrich Zischling, who had experience as a collaborator of Goethe in the Weimar “Ilmpark” project, became Zittau’s city gardener in 1820. Under Zischling´s influence Eschke´s urban plans got more professional and showed park elements in great differentiation. All kind of romantic features like an oval fountain, flower mountains, organic flowing paths occurred, finished with cultural elements like sculptures of famous citizens. A plane tree – now showing a 20 m span top – was planted by Zischling and later destined to be a natural monument to his honor. In this first period some urban plans show still the city wall and even the water ditch, but subsequently the city council is not very lucky with both elements of the past. The city builders, on the other side,  especially Schramm, will fight to keep the medieval silhouette with the remaining gate towers intact. Several designs, integrating the gates in the new promenade, were made. The most beautiful of these proposals is an anonymous plan for the Bautzener Tor and surroundings of 1843 (Fig. 4). After the spontaneous collapse of the “Webertor” in 1861, probably caused by already destroyed wall parts around, the city council used the incident to remove all remaining gates and their towers. Other projects by Schramm show a detailed care for existent natural and cultural resources. In his “Frauentor” project of 1842, a variant proposal shows a new position of a cemetery wall, leading around an old linden tree. Another example are old wild growing hop bushes in a wall area, which Schramm converts into a park element along the promenade. A remarkable project is the “Sozietätsgebäude” a building for social activities, with a terrace leading directly to the promenade (Fig. 3). On this colored print one can see a rare remaining part of the old city wall, a defense tower, called the “Fleischerbastei”. The next phase on the urban planning level was the work of city builder Trummler, who increased the scale of the buildings. As example may serve two schools on the north of the old center, reaching together a length of  200 m. One of these schools, the “Johangymnasium” was attributed with a neo-baroque bell tower, as a reminiscence of the “Bautzener Tor” which had been destroyed. Another tower, the central part of the city bath, has been built around a city wall tower. The classicist building of 1874, with swimming pools for men and women, is the most important building of the “Ringstrasse” and still in use as a city bath, to be restored soon. 

Some remarks on individual buildings. An urban plan of the city builder’s office of 1873 depicts the “Ringstrasse” with promenade and official and private buildings (Fig. 5). A concentration of official buildings occur in the north, near the street leading to the station. Official buildings are by than: old people’s home, schools, including a building academy, city bath, gymnasium, winter circus. Later will be added a.o., the post office, court house with jail, and finally the theater. Private buildings like a photographic studio, were deliberately positioned near to the promenade in a private garden, bordering the “Ringstrasse” (Note 5). Also a firm for colored glass, Türcke & Schlein, or the “Lion’s Pharmacy” with an assurance office annex, held strategic positions along the now prestigious “Ringstrasse”. Finally, leading industrials found their way to live here, within houses of various architectural styles and appeal. In the “Villa Sthamer” a vast garden was a big attraction, also open to the public on special occasions.  

A short discussion of general city planning considerations may be appropriate. Forty years before the well-known “Ringstrasse” in Vienna (1858), one started in Zittau to change the peripheral zone around the old city center into a promenade. Zittau could reform so early the area of the defense wall, because in Saxony no objections from the state existed, unlike the situation in Prussia, where such changes were prohibited. Why the “Ringstrasse” in Zittau became successful and can still be seen almost intact in its original state? Zittau expanded only slowly and – luckily – the city builders Eschke, Schramm and Trummler were absolutely respectful to the general idea of the “Ringstrasse”, which leaded to careful reformations of the city fabric. The slow path of Zittau´s development was a result of changes in the general economic situation and new plants in the 20th C. were rather built in the villages along the small rivers around, than in Zittau itself. Later, during the German Democratic Republic, especially after 1980, economic growth tended to zero. Only a rather elegant university head quarters was build on the “Ringstrasse” in those times. Zittau’s “Ringstrasse” ensemble may also be considered unique, because it survived Second World War. Whereas many cities with green belts, like Münster, were heavily damaged, Zittau was expelled from such a sad fate, helped by its distant position.          

Notes

1. Original texts by Brauer cited in “Der Zittauer Ring”, p. 40.

2. In this respect the Vienna “Ringstrasse”, bordering to the Danube Channel (“Donaukanal”) at a certain length, which disturbs the ring street character, is less perfect than Zittau. 

3. Research on Zittau “Ringstrasse” took from 1996 till 2000 at the Hochschule Zittau/Görlitz (FH). Coordination by Prof. Dr.-Ing. Jos Tomlow and Dr. sc. phil. Volker Dudeck, museum director in Zittau. 23 buildings along the ring street were described and documented, including photos, drawing copies and a range of models. 50 architectural students attributed next to the collaborators, Friedgard Eichler, Jens Freudenberg,  Friedrich Metschl, Gisela Pemsel and the Zittau museum’s team. The result was an exhibition “Kunstwerk Stadt – Der Zittauer Ring” Zittau 08.07.05.11.2000 (Bad Muskau 2001), and the book “Der Zittauer Ring - Phantasievoller Städtebau des 19. Jahrhunderts – Kunstwerk Stadt” by V.  Dudeck, J. Tomlow, Verlag Gunter Oettel – Geschichte. Kunst. Archäologie, Görlitz, Zittau 2000, ISBN 3 – 932693 – 54 – X.

4. Completely published by Dudeck in “Der Zittauer Ring”.
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1. Zittau in 1994. (Source: Stuttgarter Luftbild Elsässer GmbH)

2. Print of Zittau during a siege in 1632; Merian (?) 1643. (Source: Städtische Museen Zittau; 
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3. View from the “Sozietätsgebäudes” to the “Fleischerbastei”; Gabriel, 1846. (Source: Moráwek/Gabriel, Zittavia 1848/1849)

4. Reformation of “Bautzner Tor” and surroundings; unknown author, 1843. (Source: Christian-Weise-Bibliothek Zittau, Altbestand)

5. Urban plan of Zittau (central part), scale 1:1.500; Zittauer Baudirektion, Wünsche, 1873. (Source: Christian-Weise-Bibliothek Zittau, Altbestand)
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